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Introduction

Do two walk together, unless they have agreed to meet?
-Amos 3:3

The Gospel is frequently misunderstood and falsely proclaimed.
Even in the first century, the Apostle Paul constantly warned against
those who attempted to draw people away from the Gospel toward
forms of Christianity that included aspects of the Mosaic Law, Judaism
or various forms of Greek religious philosophy. Over the ages, many in
the Church have lost their focus on the Gospel by adding to it, corrupt-
ing it, refusing to live by it, or by substituting law for love.

Today the Church has fractures and divisions, with some contend-
ing that they alone possess the sole truth of God. I believe the Gospel
is far more simple and clear than the “Christianity” surrounding it.
The Church needs to regain a common focus on the Gospel, but first
we need to be sure we understand the Gospel of the Kingdom. If we
do, then other issues will naturally resolve. Our theology will make
sense, our actions toward those in the Church will glorify God, and
our actions toward those outside the Church will be redemptive.

A correct understanding of the Gospel will result in four benefits.
First, it will bring unity to the Church. Second, the Church will con-
centrate on her mission. Third, it will allow us to correctly understand
issues of faith and spirituality. And fourth, it will prevent apostasy.



The Gospel is relational; it is all about our relationship with God
and with one another. It can be divisive between those who believe
and those who do not, but God never intended for the Gospel to divide
the Church. He intends for his Church to be united as his Kingdom,
not separate kingdoms pursuing their own goals.

Our division demonstrates our lack of understanding the Gospel.
Our lack of understanding the Gospel reveals how much we do not
understand Jesus Christ. He calls us to enter his Kingdom by becom-
ing like him. Since he accepts all those in his Kingdom, why is it so
difficult for us to do the same? Perhaps we are not as like him as we
think we are. Perhaps we need to have a closer look at the teachings
of Jesus Christ.

As early as the second century, the Church sought to conclude
which writings should be considered Scripture and which should not.
This served two purposes. First, in some areas of the Roman Empire
one could be killed for possessing Christian Scriptures. If someone
threatened to kill you for owning a book, you certainly would want to
know if it was worth dying over.

Second, purity of doctrine required determining which writings
were acceptable for producing theology. Early Christian leaders knew
the dangers of corrupt ideology and desired unity on the basic tenants
of Christianity. We must continually guard to make sure the Gospel
we proclaim is the Gospel left to us by Christ and his Apostles. To
properly understand God’s purpose for our lives, we need to clearly
recognize the difference between the Gospel and our own interpreta-
tions and traditions.

Try to clarify your thinking by deciding what is most basic to
Christianity. Which aspects of Christianity are worth dying over?
What is Christianity in its simplest form? Which traditions and ideas
would you agree are not part of the Gospel? When you answer these
questions, you begin to see what unity in the Gospel should be.

Faith in the Gospel requires a readiness to die for it because the
Gospel requires a willingness to die by its very definition. Jesus taught
that being his disciple and becoming like him requires that we live a
sacrificial life for others. Once we strip away all we have added to the
Gospel, we are left with a love like God’s. We are left with a love that
offers to lay down our lives for others. Anything less than this is sub-
Christian.

The Gospel of the Kingdom is very simple and is comprised of two
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parts: a part that we believe and a part that we do. Most simply, we
believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross to restore us to relationship
with God, and we subsequently practice that same sacrificial love for
others.

As we seek to know the Gospel and God’s value system that drives
it, we need to be careful. Our perception of his value system may not
really be his value system. To be sure that we are neither deceived nor
ignorant of God’s true value system, we need to examine the elements
of it as revealed by Jesus Christ.

Overview

In Part 1 of this book, I will present some basic building blocks for
understanding the Gospel. It begins with a correct approach to God.
We must recognize that all theology is relational and has to do with
relationship. This understanding will give us correct definitions for
evaluating biblical truth. I will introduce concepts that will be devel-
oped more thoroughly in subsequent chapters.

In Part 2, I will discuss the Gospel of the Kingdom as Jesus taught
it. We will see the important elements of relationship, value system,
faith, and glorious transformation. Ihave sought to include every idea
that Jesus presented as being part of the Gospel message. Jesus pro-
claimed the Gospel in terms of his Kingdom. He offered people the
choice of recognizing him as King and entering it, or rejecting him and
being left outside.

In Part 3, I will demonstrate what the Gospel is in its most basic
form. Certain elements of Jesus and Paul’s teaching are absolutely es-
sential for people to believe in order to be Christians. Those elements
are the Gospel, and only those who agree with them are part of God’s
Kingdom.

In Part 4, having clearly demonstrated the Gospel, I will present
some examples and implications of how it should transform our lives.
Action is an integral part of the Gospel, so we must not neglect that
aspect of it. But we must also be careful never to mistake how we apply
the Gospel to our lives for the actual Gospel itself.

Once we understand the Gospel, it becomes the basis for our dis-
cipleship and spiritual counseling. Through it we can evaluate our be-
havior compared to Christ and identify the areas of our lives that need
to change. If the Gospel does not change our lives then we do not
really know it.



Some ideas are so basic to the Gospel that they must be repeated
to be absorbed into our thinking and understanding. By the time you
finish this book, I hope that you can easily identify the priority of each
of these ideas:

o All theology is relational.

« God’s value system most looks like Jesus on the cross.

« Faith is believing the promises of God.

« We believe in a God who raises the dead.

 The Gospel is good news about God’s Kingdom. It is a spiritual

Kingdom, not an earthly kingdom.

o The Gospel is simple. There is a part that we believe and a part

that we do. Everything else is tradition and interpretation.

As you read this book, you will certainly be exposed to ideas and
interpretations that you have never heard before. Although you need
not agree with all of them, I pray that you will not miss the essen-
tial message of this book: Center your attention on the Gospel of the
Kingdom, be sure that you truly understand its significance, and put
into practice the teachings of Christ.

Preventing apostasy

Modern Christians often require belief in too many doctrines. We
erect barriers to fellowship and discipleship that God never intended.
Rather than assessing one another by doctrines we believe indicate
orthodoxy, we need to base our relationship with God and others on
God’s value system, and recognize the standard he uses for determin-
ing who is a part of the Body of Christ. We must grant freedom of be-
lief on the many issues unrelated to the Gospel, and cease being critical
of those who do not share our views.

If we fail to do this, we create an environment that encourages
people to reject Christianity. By forcing our children and those who
are interested in the Kingdom to believe ideas God does not require,
such as our particular traditions and interpretations, we set them up to
reject the faith based on a false understanding of God and Christianity.
Once something non-essential to faith in Christ is undermined, if only
in their thinking, it leads to disillusionment with God. Since God’s
value system as demonstrated at the cross can never be undermined,
our faith must be centered on Christ’s teaching about his Kingdom and
his work in establishing it.
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19  Only One Gospel

The Gospel is comprised of two parts: a doctrine we must believe
and the resultant action accompanying that belief. To say it with more
simplicity: a part that we believe and a part that we do. It is not only
something we believe, nor is it only something we do. Both what we
believe and what we do form one complete belief in one complete Gos-
pel.

Perhaps it is better to use the word “acknowledge” when speaking
of the parts of our Faith that we hold to be true. Customarily we use
the word “believe,” yet that lessens the biblical idea of belief. Belief (or
faith) as taught in the Bible is more than what you acknowledge to be
true. It includes the actions that accompany those acknowledgements.
Together, what we acknowledge and what we do is our faith. They are
one inseparable whole. You cannot acknowledge something as true
without acting according to that acknowledgement.

The danger of a false gospel

If nothing else, Paul believed in the Gospel. He believed there was
one and only one true message of the cross. Of course, he also believed
that a wrong message could be proclaimed, resulting in tragic conse-
quences.'

1. Galatians 1:6-9 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who
called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—not that there
is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of
Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary
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If it is possible to proclaim a false gospel, then we must make cer-
tain that what we believe, teach, and proclaim is indeed the one true
Gospel—nothing more and nothing less. There is a danger in too little
as well as too much. We must not omit any crucial element, nor add
additional requirements as indicators of orthodoxy.

Getting the Gospel right is crucial for salvation. When we add
anything to it, we tend to create hindrances for fellowship with other
believers, and we are in danger of substituting God’s Gospel for a gos-
pel of our own creation. In the end, we call sin what God does not, we
destroy relationships, and we proclaim a false message about Christ’s
Kingdom.

Christians must be very careful not to confuse application of the
Gospel for the Gospel. When we erroneously add application of the
Gospel to it, we change the Gospel by intertwining it with ideas that
are separate or foreign to it.

For example, an application of the Gospel is a specific way in
which we ought to behave in a particular circumstance or culture at
a given point in history and time. Though it may relate to our dress
or speech, we can never add those manners to the Gospel by making
them a measure of salvation or faith. They might be an application of
how the Gospel compels us to treat one another, but they are not the
Gospel. The Gospel requires that we love one another, but the loving
action is determined by circumstances such as the needs around us
and our ability to meet them.

The greatest problems of Christian unity flow from traditions and
interpretations that may once have arisen from an application of the
Gospel, but are now confused with the Gospel itself. Taking ideas from
a New Testament application of the Gospel (how the Gospel applied to
life in the early Church) and treating those ideas as though they are the
Gospel (what must be done in order to be a believer) is wrong.

In seeking to know the Gospel, we must be careful not to include
in our definition everything we find in the Bible. Head coverings,
dress codes for women, and other traditions may be in the Bible, but
are they the Gospel? If so, we must keep them like law for salvation,
fearful we will be lost should we fail to keep all the rules. If they are

to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I
say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let
him be accursed.



Only One Gospel 125

not part of the Gospel, we must know why it was applied in that way
for that particular time, place, and culture.

Lack of discernment in separating Gospel from application is
one of the identifying marks of legalism and divisiveness within the
Church. If we teach our traditions and interpretations as part of the
Gospel, they become the new basis for fellowship and salvation. They
become our gospel. It is crucially important to recognize this error
since Paul made it quite clear that the Gospel could be distorted by
adding to it, thus making it no Gospel at all. Distorting the Gospel by
adding to it or changing it places you under a curse.

Being sure of the Gospel

In order to determine and separate the Gospel from the New Tes-
tament application of it, we must examine the core ideas present in
the Gospel Jesus taught and the Gospel Paul taught. The similarities
are the Gospel, while other ideas are application of the Gospel. Even
though Jesus and Paul used different language and emphasis, the Gos-
pel they taught was exactly the same.

For Jesus’ teaching, I will summarize the ideas I have presented in
previous chapters. For Paul, I will discuss which elements he taught
were absolutely necessary components of the Gospel. They form a list
from which nothing could be taken away without Paul declaring the
teaching to be a false gospel. Unsurprisingly, our “must have” list from
Paul will mesh perfectly with the essentials from Jesus’ teaching.

Each theme established by Jesus and recorded by Matthew is in
Paul’s discussion of the Gospel. Jesus and Paul completely agree on
the central concepts of the King and his Kingdom. What differs is the
language and expression of Paul. He spoke less in Kingdom terminol-
ogy and more in terms of relationship. As we explore his language, it
will become quite clear that the basic principles of the Kingdom are
relational.

Although Paul offered significant application of the Gospel, it is
not difficult to determine what he considered crucial for salvation. He
was very clear about what needed to be affirmed in his Gospel, and he
laid down requirements for belief and action.

In his letter to the Galatians, who were in danger of turning to a
false gospel, Paul argued that what happened to him on the road to
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Damascus was the Gospel.” In his meeting with Jesus, every element
Paul later championed as the Gospel was revealed to him. First, Christ
was revealed to him as the King. Second, salvation was found in grace
and not works of the Law. Third, resurrection was available to all those
who followed the Christ who had power over sin and death. Fourth,
the Gospel was for all people, Jew and Gentile. And fifth, Paul needed
to replace his value system with God’s value system. Amazingly, but
not surprisingly, Paul claimed each of these points was revealed to him
in that one encounter with the risen Lord Jesus.

The Gospel can be stated in these simple points, and each point is
undeniably required for salvation:

o You must believe that the man, Jesus Christ, is God.

« You must believe that Jesus Christ is Lord and King.

 You must believe that the Kingdom is spiritual and for all people.
« You must believe that Christ's death and resurrection estab-

lished the Kingdom.
+ You must adopt God’s value system.

Each of these points is essential to the Gospel and must be used
to determine whether or not a person is truly a Christian. They are
the sole dividing line for Christian fellowship. With them we have
clear requirements for assessing whom we accept and reject as being
Christ’s disciples. Conversely, we also know which issues are irrelevant
for determining Christian identity. Therefore, we can break down the
walls of separation we have imposed based on our traditions and our
interpretations of the Bible. Any ideas beyond the Gospel must never
divide believers because they are only our traditions and interpreta-
tions, and they are not part of God’s Gospel.

Finally, both Jesus and Paul considered a transformed life to be
an identifying mark of whether or not someone was a believer. Peter,
James, and John also taught that love for one another was inseparable
to true faith in Christ. Ideological belief was not a sufficient test of
salvation. Jesus regarded a person only to have entered his Kingdom if
he had adopted the value system of the Kingdom.

2. Galatians 1:11-24
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The New Testament states clearly that Jesus was a real man. It em-
phasizes his birth, death, and years of interacting with people. Even so,
the King of the Kingdom of God is no mere man. He is from God and
is God."! Jesus performed many miracles, signs and wonders to impress
this upon his hearers, even demonstrating his power over nature and
spirits.

When Jesus’ opponents challenged his claim of authority, they all
came with differing ideas of who the Christ was.> However, he showed
them that the true Messiah was not merely the son of David, but also
the Son of God. He came not only to fulfill the promise to David, but
also to sit on the throne of the Kingdom of God. Jesus is the Son of
David, and he is also the divine Son, the Son of God.

Believing Jesus is God is not optional if you want to enter his King-
dom. The Kingdom is the Kingdom of God. Without recognizing that
it is run by God, the King of the Kingdom, you cannot enter it. Jesus’
place is foremost in the Kingdom because he is God.

Paul also taught that Jesus Christ is God.> Jesus was indeed a man

1. John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.

2. Matthew 22:15-46

3. Colossians 1:15-20 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invis-
ible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold to-
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but he was, at the same time, God. He was not merely a man whom
God chose to be ruler, but the Ruler himself who chose to become
man.

Believing Jesus is God is an undeniable element of the Christian
faith. Anyone who believes that Jesus was only a man and not God
does not believe the Gospel. We must believe Jesus is God, but also a
man who died on a cross.

There was no doubt in the minds of those who condemned Jesus
to death that he claimed to be the Son of God. This was one of their
charges against him when they sought his crucifixion.*

The true Church has historically never been in doubt about the
humanity and divinity of Christ. This has always been a foundational
truth in tradition, the early Church documents, and the Bible.

gether. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the full-
ness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

4. Matthew 26:63-65 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him,
“I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus
said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man
seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven” Then the high
priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do
we need? You have now heard his blasphemy”
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The starting place in Jesus’ teaching was his claim to be the King
of a Kingdom. Everything Jesus taught hinged on that beginning el-
ement. The word “Christ” is the Greek word for the Hebrew word
“Messiah,” which means “anointed one” The anointed one for the Jew
was the king chosen by God.

No one can enter the Kingdom of God without acknowledging
that it exists and that it has a King. No one can enter the Kingdom of
God without becoming a subject of the King. Without first recogniz-
ing the King, you will never recognize the Kingdom. Without first
understanding the King, you will never understand the Kingdom. The
two ideas are inseparable. The King always precedes the Kingdom,
and the Kingdom cannot be understood apart from the King. Jesus
said he is the only way to the Father because of his place as Head of
the Kingdom.

Paul conveyed his recognition of Jesus Christ as King by consis-
tently referring to him with the title “Lord.” Jesus is the Lord, the Mas-
ter. Paul was his slave. He used this language to demonstrate that
Christ was his King.

You must accept that Christ is the King, your King, in order to be

saved. Consider this very thorough language describing someone with
great power and authority.

...[God] worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
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rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to
come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head
over all things to the church...!

Paul declared that Christians are not to live for themselves, but for
Christ.? There are two aspects to no longer living for yourself. Obvi-
ously, if you have someone who is Lord over you, you must do what
he commands. However, being in Christ’s Kingdom is not as much
about doing what he commands as it is about becoming like him. In
other words, he is the King and you must adopt his value system. It is
one thing to obey the rules of the King, and quite another to live for
him. Living for him implies a life of devoted service. You do not obey
because you must obey, but because you really want to obey.

Unless that transformation has occurred within your heart, you
are not in Christ’s Kingdom. Until you have sworn loving devotion
to Jesus as your King, you are still living for yourself and, presum-
ably, your own earthly kingdom. You cannot be devoted to Christ and
remain devoted to serving yourself. You must bow your knee before
Christ, not because you must, but because it is the deepest desire of
your heart.

1. Ephesians 1:20-22

2. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have con-
cluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that
those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died
and was raised.



22 'The Kingdom Is Spiritual

There are several crucial elements to Christ’s Kingdom, and Jesus
stressed each of these aspects when he described it: it is not an earthly
kingdom; it takes precedence over all other kingdoms; it operates by
different rules than earthly kingdoms; those in the Kingdom must seek
to extend it; it operates alongside the kingdoms of this world; and the
Kingdom of God is for all people. Each of these elements is a non-
negotiable part of what Jesus taught about the Kingdom. Removing
any one of these from your description of the Kingdom disfigures it.

The Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom

Though Jesus continuously taught his Kingdom was not of this
world, it seems to be one of the most ignored doctrines about the
Kingdom. Throughout history, men have sought to have the Kingdom
of God on earth. This is an outright contradiction with everything
Jesus did and taught. Jesus’ cross is a stumbling block to Jews precisely
because he did not give them an earthly kingdom.'

In the fourth century, when the Roman emperor Constantine
claimed to have God on his side in establishing an earthly kingdom,
he was clearly wrong. Anyone claiming that his establishment of an
earthly kingdom is God-willed and God-directed is mistaken. Jesus’

1. 1 Corinthians 1:23 ...but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews
and folly to Gentiles...



132 PART 3: THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM

Kingdom is emphatically not of this world.?

Since God’s Kingdom is not of this world, it was not established as
kingdoms of this world are established. It is not expanded as kingdoms
of this world are expanded. It is not ruled as kingdoms of this world
are ruled. Jesus clearly said, “My Kingdom is not of this world” Any
time Christians seek to establish the Kingdom of God on earth, they
are not following Christ; they are following their own wills and desires.

This grievous error has been made many times over the centuries
by people claiming to follow Christ. Totally missing the true message
of the cross, they seek to establish something Christ rejected as the
temptation of Satan. Jesus chose to die on the cross rather than serve
Satan by establishing an earthly kingdom.’

The Kingdom of God is preeminent

Even though the Kingdom is not of this world, it holds first place
over everything in this world. Jesus taught all things earthly must be
subordinate to his kingship and his Kingdom. This extends to every-
thing in life: nothing is excluded. The Kingdom is more important
than power, wealth, money, family, and all other human relationships.
Jesus requires absolute devotion above all else.*

Our loyalty to the King and his Kingdom must take precedence
over every other relationship. The remarkable thing about this is that
once you understand the Kingdom, you realize your devotion to the
King enhances, rather than hinders, your other relationships. It is by
living the value system of the Kingdom that you truly learn how to live
in relationship with others.

The Kingdom operates by different rules

Christ’s Kingdom is not of this world, and it does not operate by
the rules of this world. It is not run by men, and it does not operate
like the kingdoms of men. The laws of Christ’s Kingdom are funda-

2. John 18:36 Jesus answered [Pilate], “My kingdom is not of this world. If my
kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be
delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world”

3. Tam not overlooking the fact that Jesus’ death was salvific. But his death dem-
onstrates the very value system of his Kingdom and it cannot be modeled in any earth-
ly kingdom. Jesus did not die on the cross to establish an earthly Kingdom.

4. Matthew 10:37-38 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy
of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And
whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
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mentally different. The entire point of the collection of Jesus’ teach-
ings known as the Sermon on the Mount® is to demonstrate the value
system of Christ’s Kingdom. Jesus reiterated various laws that the Jews
were told to live by, but then stated how different life would be in his
Kingdom. The Law and rules of men do not apply in his Kingdom.

If we wish to enter the Kingdom, we must adopt the value sys-
tem of the King. His ethical system is unlike any legal system used in
earthly kingdoms. Christ values something different in his Kingdom
than people value in their kingdoms: Love and forgiveness are the law
and the consequence in Christs Kingdom. The law of the Kingdom is
love, and the consequence of breaking that law is receiving forgive-
ness.® This is a value system apart from anything on earth. There is no
way to force the law or the consequence on unwilling people. That is
why your willingness to adopt this value system is a requirement for
entering the Kingdom.

Members of the Kingdom extend it

Every member of the Kingdom of God is called to help extend
the Kingdom. Part of extending the Kingdom is telling others about
the King and the Kingdom. Identifying the King to those outside the
Kingdom is how even the least in the Kingdom is greater than John the
Baptist. You cannot be in the Kingdom if you do not know who the
King is, or if you are unwilling to do the work of removing mountains
to prepare hearts for the King. We are all called to take up the work
of John the Baptist and remove the mountains that stand in the way of
people coming to the King. We are all called to point out who the King
is. If the least in the Kingdom is pointing people to Christ, then those
who do not point others to Christ are not in the Kingdom.

The Kingdom of God is not extended as though it were an earth-
ly kingdom. We do not wage war or use weapons to expand Christ’s
Kingdom. We do not attempt to extend his Kingdom through force
of any kind. Jesus did not come to promote a revolt or rebellion. Al-
though his Kingdom transcends the kingdoms of this world, it does
not eliminate them. In his discussion with the Pharisees, Jesus was
presented with the issue of taxes. He supported the position that the
Jews had under Roman rule, but he also pointed people to their greater
obligation of serving God.

5. Matthew 5-7
6. Matthew 5:21-24
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The Kingdom operates alongside earthly kingdoms

Jesus” answer about taxes showed he was not interested in a po-
litical kingdom. He did not come as the revolutionary leader many
expected or desired. He came to establish the Kingdom of God, a
spiritual Kingdom that operated alongside the kingdoms of this world.
Although Jesus’ Kingdom exists parallel to earthly kingdoms, his value
system and the ethics of his Kingdom are intended to bleed over into
earthly kingdoms. As his Kingdom expands, those with dual citizen-
ship bring to earthly kingdoms the values they have learned in the
heavenly Kingdom.

The Kingdom of God is for all people

Finally, Jesus taught his Kingdom does not extend, but supersedes
the Israelite kingdom. It might be difficult for some to accept this as
the teaching of Christ since there is much disagreement on this issue
within the Church. But Jesus made it clear that his Kingdom was not
for Jews only, but for Jews and Gentiles. He demonstrated his accep-
tance of Gentiles into his Kingdom on several occasions.

Anyone still in doubt must face Jesus’ most significant words on
this subject. Jesus’ blood forms a New Covenant that does away with
the Old Covenant. Living under the Old Covenant with its Law is no
longer an option. With the establishment of Christ’s Kingdom, you
either live in his Kingdom or you live in rebellion to God. If we live in
the Kingdom, we keep the one rule of the Kingdom. We do not need
a list of rules to please God; he is pleased when we have sacrificial love
for one another.

Paul’s view of the Kingdom

Paul agreed with all that Jesus taught. He made no attempt to pro-
mote an earthly kingdom, and he taught believers that their obedience
to Christ preceded any desires of earthly rulers. Where Christians
could live peacefully alongside the Roman kingdom, they should.” He
also encouraged them to share their faith in Christ with those around
them.

Paul was forced to deal with the issue of false teachers who de-
ceived Christians into living by the Law rather than by grace. He wrote
about the Christian’s freedom from the Law and his position before

7. Romans 13:1-8



The Kingdom Is Spiritual 135

God based on God’s gracious action. Many opposed Paul because
their concept of a person’s standing before God was still influenced by
their understanding of the Old Covenant rather than the New Cov-
enant. Paul’s entire letter to the Galatians concerned this.

We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet
we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but
through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ
Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works
of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.®

Christians do not have to follow the Old Testament Law because
it does not apply to them. There is no law that a Christian must do to
be saved. We will never be justified in God’s sight through legalism,
works, or obedience to a list of rules. None of those can save us. Paul
made it clear that they have nothing to do with the Gospel. Salvation
is Christ’s work, not our own.

Paul was extremely opposed to advocates of the Law. He knew the
danger Christians faced if they sought to live by the Law rather than
through transformation in value system by the Holy Spirit. When you
live by the Law, the best you can hope for is to reflect the value system
of God. Where the commandment requires you to do good to another,
you only reflect the glory of God when you obey it.

However, with Christ you can be transformed in your heart by
adopting the value system of sacrificial love for the benefit of others.
This inner change allows you to then radiate God’s glory yourself. You
no longer merely reflect God’s goodness, you become good yourself.
You are transformed into his likeness. The Law cannot and does not
do that. Doing the Law can only make you look good, but adopting
God’s value system brings glorious transformation to goodness.

Paul also taught that the Kingdom was for all nations. Paul tended
to use the word “Church” rather than “Kingdom,” but his meaning was
clearly the same. The Jew has no additional privilege in the Kingdom
of God over a Gentile. Paul dealt with this concept in his letters to the
Galatians and the Romans.

In Galatians, Paul demonstrated that the Gospel is the only means
by which a Jew can be saved, and that same Gospel is the only means
by which Gentiles, too, can be saved. In Romans, Paul discussed the

8. Galatians 2:15-16
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advantages that Jews had in being the chosen people of God,’ but he
pointed out that none of those advantages led to salvation. Both Jew
and Gentile are equally condemned and equally needing Christ as Sav-
ior." Not only are they equal in those two respects, there is now no
distinction between Jew and Gentile in the Kingdom."!

Paul also focused on one other idea: there is only one Body."> Jews
and Gentiles are equal and united in Christ.”® There are not two bod-
ies, one Jew and one Gentile. There is only one Body made up of all
believers, from all nations, cultures, backgrounds, and time periods.
The Church is one unified whole in spite of great diversity.'"* We were
all once hostile to God, but are now at peace with him. We were once
hostile to each other, but are now united into one Body.”® This is the
powerful ministry of reconciliation God has done for us and given to
us.'®

Near the end of Paul’s letter to the Romans, he taught one of the
most significant teachings for the Church."” Paul instructed us to ac-

9. Romans 3:1-2; 9:4-5

10. Romans 3:28-30 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of
the law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of
Gentiles also, since God is one. He will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncir-
cumcised through faith.

11. Galatians 3:27-28 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

12. Ephesians 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the
one hope that belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

13. Ephesians 3:6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

14. Colossians 3:11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircum-
cised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there
is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

15. Ephesians 2:13-14 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us
both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility...

16. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us
to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was recon-
ciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting
to us the message of reconciliation.

17. Romans 14:1-15:7
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cept anyone whom God has accepted.’® We must not reject anyone
whom God has welcomed into his Kingdom. It may be easy for us to
nod agreement if we only think in terms of male, female, rich, poor,
slave, free, Jew, and Gentile. But we need to think in terms of everyone
who believes the Gospel, even if they hold to a different Christian tra-
dition or interpretation.

This is why it is so important to correctly understand and define
the Gospel. God accepts into his Kingdom everyone who gets the Gos-
pel right no matter what other traditions and interpretations they have
added to their Christianity. Any tradition or interpretation that does
not oppose the Gospel, though different from your traditions and in-
terpretations, is no ground for rejecting another believer. If Christ has
accepted them, then so must you. You have no choice. Anything short
of that puts you in jeopardy of getting the Gospel wrong yourself.

The Gospel is the unifying factor of the Kingdom, the Church. It is
the measure of whom we must accept as a brother or sister. Both Jesus
and Paul affirmed that uniqueness of the Kingdom. It is not an earthly
kingdom; it is far more than any earthly kingdom could ever be. Itisa
place where all people who adopt the one law of love can be accepted
by other people in the way God has accepted them.

18. Romans 15:7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for
the glory of God.






23 The Kingdom Is Established by
Death and Resurrection

An essential part of the Gospel is the belief that not only has Christ
been raised from the dead, but all those in his Kingdom will also be
raised from the dead. The death and resurrection of Christ not only
established his Kingdom; they are the means by which we enter it and
the basis for our faith in our own resurrection.

No one can enter the Kingdom without belief in resurrection from
the dead. This was a major issue of disagreement between Jesus and
the Sadducees since they did not believe in a resurrection. Although
developed more theologically by Paul, we cannot read the Gospel
accounts without recognizing the importance of the resurrection of
Christ. Not only does it provide the exclamation point to the Gospel
message, it was clearly part of God’s plan for the establishment of his
Kingdom from the very beginning.

Paul summarized the Gospel with this statement: “I decided to
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified”™ Je-
sus Christ was a man and he died on a cross. Paul never questioned the
humanity of Jesus. We cannot be saved if we do not believe that Jesus
was crucified as a man. But we also believe in a God who raises the
dead.? This is a fundamental doctrine in Christianity. Everything we

1. 1 Corinthians 2:2

2. 2 Corinthians 1:9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death.
But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.
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do in life should hinge on our belief that life does not end with death.
Resurrection is a crucial, inseparable part of the Gospel.

Resurrection life is a common idea of Paul in his letter to the Ro-
mans.” Abraham’s faith is very important in Christian thought, and we
are called to have faith like his. Abraham’s faith was tied to his belief
that God gives life to the dead. He became the one through whom all
nations are blessed because he believed God gives life to those who do
not exist.*

If you do not believe in resurrection from the dead, then you can-
not believe Jesus was raised from the dead. Or maybe you believe he
was raised, but you do not think anyone else has or will be. Neverthe-
less, without belief in resurrection, Christianity is pointless.’

Paul also included another aspect to his belief that God raises the
dead. The transformation of believers at the return of Christ negates
any experience of physical death on their part.® This is connected to
resurrection because the bodies of all believers will be transformed by
God’s power that raises the dead.”

Salvation through resurrection

Paul expanded his idea of Christ’s death by describing two aspects
of our relationship with God that change because of the death of Christ
on the cross and his resurrection. Both of these are crucial to our en-
tering the Kingdom.

2 Corinthians 4:14 ... knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also
with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence.

3. Romans 8:11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through his Spirit who dwells in you.

4. Romans 4:16-17 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the
law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as
it is written, “T have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that
do not exist.

5. 1 Corinthians 15:13-14 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even
Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain
and your faith is in vain.

6. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
7. Philippians 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a

Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious
body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
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First, we receive forgiveness of our sins through Christ’s sacrifi-
cial death on the cross.® Christ’s one sacrifice completely and forever
solves the problem of the penalty for choosing our own value systems.
Second, we are justified by Christ’s resurrection.” This idea is not fully
developed in the Gospels, but righteousness by faith is stressed thor-
oughly by Paul. Although Jesus taught his Kingdom was established
through death and resurrection, Paul broke it down into two parts to
demonstrate what God was doing in our salvation. We are restored
to right relationship with God, not through keeping the Law," but
through the death of Christ as a man under the Law."

In justification, the righteousness of Christ is credited to us while
our sin is transferred to Christ on the cross. The Son received the
curse of God when the Father turned his back on him because of our
rebellion. Christ paid the penalty for our value systems while giving
us his righteousness (the effect of his obedience to God’s value system).
When God looks at us, he does not measure our relationship with him
by how well we do his value system, but by his relationship with Jesus.

From a relational standpoint, he regards us as though we are as
righteous as Christ. In other words, he treats us as though we per-
tectly share and do his value system."? This is essential, for we must be
as righteous as God—the highest standard of righteousness—to enter
heaven. You will never attain it on your own, because having sacrificial
love like Jesus is more difficult for us than walking on water.

8. Ephesians 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace...

Colossians 2:13-14 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircum-
cision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our
trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands.
This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.

9. Romans 4:24-25 It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from
the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our
justification.

2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.

10. Galatians 2:16 ...yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law
but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to
be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law
no one will be justified.

11. Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a
curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”...

12. See Appendix: Justification, Sanctification, and Glorification
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Justification comes as a gift, not through law or works or any other
action on our part.”’ It is God’s gracious gift to all those who seek to
enter his Kingdom. We are justified not only because of the cross, but
also because of Christ’s resurrection; it is a crucial part in our justifica-
tion. In his resurrection from the dead, Jesus forever demonstrated he
could keep his promises to us. His resurrection proves his promise to
resurrect us is true.

Christ’s resurrection allows him to stand before God as our King
Representative, and empowers our faith to live a sacrificial life. Your
sacrifice in this life demonstrates to you and others how deeply you
believe in resurrection." Only those who deeply believe in resurrection
life will have the faith to offer themselves in sacrificial love for others.

The extension of Christ’s Kingdom is work done by faith because
we do it even though it requires suffering and death. Without faith in a
God who raises the dead, it makes no sense to give up your life for oth-
ers and God. If we believe this life is all we have, then we might choose
to use it only for self and not others. However, we believe sacrificial
service is rewarded, and that even death will not keep us from God."

13. Romans 3:21-26 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart
from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness
of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a pro-
pitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one
who has faith in Jesus.

14. Philippians 3:8-9 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all
things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him,
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith that I may
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming
like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the
dead.

15. Matthew 16:24-27 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it
profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give
in return for his life? For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory
of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done”
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In the previous four chapters, I presented four doctrines we need
to believe about the Kingdom in order to be in the Kingdom. We now
need to consider what application of those beliefs God expects of us as
evidence of salvation. Anyone who thinks that merely believing the
aforementioned truths is sufficient for salvation does not yet under-
stand the message of the Gospel. If the first part of the Gospel is what
we believe, then what are the implications of that belief for our lives?
What must we do as the inevitable outcome of our faith? What are the
actions accompanying those beliefs?

This may seem repetitive since I have already covered this mate-
rial. However, it is important to recognize that Paul was in complete
agreement with what Jesus taught in terms of our reconciliation with
God, our need to forgive, and our obligation to serve one another.

Reconciliation

Our reconciliation with God is demonstrated through nothing other
than our adopting his value system. Jesus taught that, as a member of
his Kingdom, you would love others as he does. Doing this does not
make you part of the Kingdom; it demonstrates you are part of the
Kingdom. We do not do what is good to get into the Kingdom; we do
what is good because we have been reconciled to God. When we adopt
his value system, love and righteousness will increase in our lives.! It is

1. Philippians 1:9-11 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and
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the fruit of being united with Christ.?

Christ’s love is sacrificial for the benefit of others. That is God’s
value system, and it finds its ultimate expression at the cross. If we
adopt his value system we will become like Christ on the cross. Jesus
said that if you want to follow him you must take up your cross. He
was not simply using a figure of speech; he was telling us that he re-
quires us to have the exact same value system he had when he took up
his cross.

Jesus constantly called people to adopt the value system of his
Kingdom. We believe Jesus is the King and he has a Kingdom, but we
must also change to be like the King in order to remain in his King-
dom.

No one enters Christ’s Kingdom without first dealing with the is-
sue of sin. Relationship with God must be restored if you will enter
the Kingdom of God. Confession is acknowledging your value system
does not agree with God’s. Repentance is a change occurring within
your heart when you realize you have been living by your own value
system and now seek to adopt God’s value system as your own. Repen-
tance is moving from your value system to God’s value system.

Paul taught that Christ’s death allows for our reconciliation with
God. All theology is relational, and the motive of God in our salvation
is our reconciliation with him.?> There is no aspect of theology that
does not have its basis in the relational aspect of God.

To be reconciled with God means to adopt his value system. This
is the only means by which we can be restored to fellowship with
him, because relationship is based on having a common value system.
Adopting God’s value system means becoming like him in life—in all
our actions toward God, toward others, and toward self.

God’s value system includes dying for those who hate him, in or-
der that he may restore relationship with them.* He died for us be-

more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent,
and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

2. Colossians 3:1-17

3. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us
to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was recon-
ciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting
to us the message of reconciliation.

4. Romans 5:8-10 ...but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sin-



We Must Adopt God's Value System 145

fore we changed our value systems. He demonstrated his value system
first, seeking to reconcile us to himself and to have us adopt his value
system. Christ’s death removes the penalty for our sin, allowing our
relationship with God in this life to depend on Jesus as King Represen-
tative. But only those in his Kingdom receive that benefit.

Jesus taught that entering his Kingdom was an issue of value sys-
tem. Many people want to enter the Kingdom, but do not want to
change their value systems. They might want to be believers or avoid
hell, and they might even think they are in his Kingdom; but they are
still on the outside. They never entered it. No one enters his Kingdom
without adopting his value system, because that is what it means to be
reconciled to God.

Forgiveness

Not only must we be forgiven by God, we must also be as forgiv-
ing as God. We cannot be in the Kingdom if we are not willing to be
forgiving. Jesus made it clear that since God is forgiving, all those who
would be like God must also be forgiving.®

Why is forgiveness so important to God? Because God’s love most
looks like Jesus on the cross, and the reason Jesus went to the cross was
that we might be forgiven. Forgiveness is sacrificial love for others.
Forgiving someone who has sinned against you, not holding that of-
fense against him, demonstrates how much like God you have become.

Paul also taught that you must forgive others as you have been for-
given. We forgive because Christ has forgiven us. This is a crucial part
of how Paul expected believers to live. As we have experienced God’s
forgiveness, we are to forgive fellow believers.®

Forgiveness involves the confession and repentance of the sinner
so that his value system changes from an unloving, offending one to

ners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood,
much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we
are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.

5. Matthew 6:14-15 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Fa-
ther will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses.

6. Colossians 3:12-13 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, com-
passion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and,
if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive.
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one that serves, gives, and sacrifices. Although forgiveness is not op-
tional for the believer, reconciliation with an offender requires his will-
ingness to cease his selfish value system. We seek to reconcile others to
God and to ourselves; however, not all will be reconciled.

Within the Kingdom there should never be an unwillingness to
be reconciled since we are all seeking the same value system and the
attendant relationships it affords. No one in the Kingdom should con-
tinue in sin when he has loving support to overcome it. And no one in
the Kingdom should be unforgiving, since forgiveness is the very basis
for his being in the Kingdom of God.

Service

Jesus also taught that greatness comes through service.” Service in
Jesus’ Kingdom contains all the facets of our sacrificial love for others.
Serving one another is not optional in his Kingdom. He made it clear
that he came to serve others; and, if we would be like him, we must not
only be willing to serve others but actually serve them.

Paul continued Christs teaching on love rather than Law. The
freedom we have in Christ is not a freedom to live for self, but in ser-
vice for others.® We cannot exploit others if we have Christ’s value
system and are in his Kingdom. This is a distinguishing mark of all
who call themselves his disciples.

Sacrificial love is our calling within all our relationships, whether
between husbands and wives, parents and children, or masters and
slaves.” We are to love each other in a sacrificial way, adopting his
value system. Everything else is an application of this commandment.
In other words, when Paul told husbands, wives, parents, children,
masters and slaves how they must act, he was not giving a list of rules
for them to follow. He was explaining to them how sacrificial love is

7. Matthew 20:25-28 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over
them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must
be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.’

8. Galatians 5:13-14 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use
your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For
the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

9. Ephesians 5
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demonstrated in those various relationships.

This summarizes all we need to be and do. We do not need law.
We need sacrificial love as our guiding principle.'® Paul always empha-
sized love that is self-sacrificing. The imitation of Christ is sacrificial
love."

We must live what we believe

Together, the part that we acknowledge and the part that we do are
our belief in the Gospel. Together they are faith. Faith is not only what
we believe or acknowledge. Unless we live, act, and do the same kind
of love God has demonstrated for us, we do not believe. Real faith is
willing to sacrifice and die for what it believes.

God calls us to live our lives so convinced of his promises that
we freely live for others. If we believe in resurrection, we will give
our lives for others. If we believe God has forgiven us, we will freely
forgive others. If we believe we have been reconciled to God, then we
will seek to reconcile others to God. Each time we do these, we reveal
how deeply we believe the promises of God and the power of his value
system. But if you do not adopt God’s value system, it is because you
do not believe. If you do not sacrifice, or forgive, or reconcile, it is be-
cause you do not believe.

Jesus did not come only to save you from the penalty of your sins;
he came to restore your relationship with God. That relationship is
based on sharing a common value system with him, and you can only
have it if you adopt his values and reject your own. What we believe to
be true about the Kingdom is worked out in our actions here on earth.
What we believe God has done for us, we must go and do for others.

The most basic rule of the Kingdom is the value system of the
Kingdom. We cannot be in the Kingdom if we refuse to have the kind
of love that Jesus mandates. And he does not ask us to have a love that
he himself does not have. He calls us to be like him: to sacrifice and
love as he has already done. God’s value system is most clearly seen at
the cross. It is the greatest picture of God’s value system and the clear-
est definition of love.

10. 1 Corinthians 10:24 Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.

11. Ephesians 5:1-2 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk
in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice
to God.






25 Summary

It should now be evident that the Gospel Paul taught is the same
Gospel that Jesus taught. It is a message about a King and his King-
dom. To participate in the Kingdom you must recognize that Jesus is
the living King, and you worship him by loving others in the same way
that he loved you.

Everything Paul taught can be summarized in these three passages
consisting of only five verses:

...in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not count-
ing their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the mes-
sage of reconciliation.

It [righteousness] will be counted to us who believe in him who
raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for
our trespasses and raised for our justification.?

We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet
we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but
through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ
Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works
of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.?

Beyond the Gospel, Paul’s writings elaborate and illustrate living
the Christian life. His instruction to the churches was to explain how

1. 2 Corinthians 5:19
2. Romans 4:24-25
3. Galatians 2:15-16
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sacrificial love would affect believers’ lives, and not to provide a list of
rules to follow. People often seek to please God by keeping rules, but
they are never transformed. There can never be enough rules to keep
people from exploiting each other while making sure they are helping
each other. Christians do not need a list of rules; we need only live the
second part of the Gospel.

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve
one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself

If we are in the Kingdom, we will live according to the rule of the
Kingdom: sacrificial love for the benefit of others. We have experi-
enced God'’s sacrificial love for us, and now we are to have that same
kind of love for others.

In order to be perfectly clear, and to avoid anyone suggesting that
salvation is by works, let me reiterate: We are not saved by adopting
God’s value system, or by doing God’s value system. We are saved en-
tirely by God doing his value system of sacrificial love for us. However,
we demonstrate that we are reconciled to God and that we are in his
Kingdom by doing his value system.

The Gospel can be stated in these simple points, and each point is
undeniably required for salvation:

o You must believe that the man, Jesus Christ, is God.

« You must believe that Jesus Christ is Lord and King.

 You must believe that the Kingdom is spiritual and for all people.
« You must believe that Christ's death and resurrection estab-

lished the Kingdom.
+ You must adopt God’s value system.

A denial of any of these five points will leave you without the Gos-
pel of the Kingdom. I do not believe there is anything listed here that
can be removed without severely compromising the Gospel. This is
the bare minimum. If you remove any of those beliefs, Paul would not
call your message the Gospel. But neither do I think there is anything
else you need add as necessary for salvation. I do not think there is
anything else you could insist a Christian must also believe in order
to be saved.

4. Galatians 5:13-14
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If the Church can regain its focus on the Gospel, there will be two
beautiful results. First, we will live by the standard of unity God es-
tablished. We will accept all those who agree on the Gospel, and not
reject people based on their traditions and interpretations. Second,
in our unity, we will practice sacrificial love as Jesus intended. We
will care for the Church throughout the world; and we will also work
together to extend the Kingdom of God according to the Gospel, and
not according to our own ideas of what we want God’s Kingdom to be.

The Gospel is very simple. There is a part that we believe and a
part that we do because of what we believe. Together they form the
Gospel of the Kingdom of God. Beyond the Gospel, we have freedom
to believe our various traditions and biblical interpretations.



